[Glomerular nephropathies and B virus: apropos of 4 cases in adults, with an immunofluorescence study and review of the literature].
The association of glomerulonephritis and persistent HBs antigenemia is reported in 4 adults with nephrotic syndrome: 2 cases of membranous glomerulonephritis associated with chronic persistent hepatitis and 2 cases of membrano-proliferative glomerulonephritis associated with active cirrhosis. In 3 patients, all positive for HBsAg, anti-HBc and HBeAg by radioimmunoassay, indirect immunofluorescent study was performed on kidney and liver biopsies. Glomerular deposit of HBcAg was detected in two cases. HBsAg and HBcAg were not found in the liver. The pathogenesis of such glomerulonephritis remains uncertain and the role of HBs antigen-antibody circulating immune complexes is not clearly proved. Two patients were treated with vidarabine intravenously. Vidarabine produced a transitory decrease of HBsAg concentration in 2 cases and a transitory loss of DNA-polymerase activity associated with a decrease of HBeAg concentration in one case. Neither seroconversion nor improvement of the glomerular disease were ascertained.